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As part of the International Social Work with
Refugees and Migrants (MRM) degree
programme at the University of Applied
Sciences Wurzburg-Schweinfurt (THWS), a
summer school is held every year with
students on Lesvos - a hotspot for refugee
stories. The University of the Aegean in
Mytilini hosts the event. The aim is to expose
students to the life-threatening reality of
flight and migration in the Mediterranean, as
well as to the responses provided by social
and humanitarian work on the ground.

Additionally in 2026 in cooperation with the
Kirchliche Arbeitsstelle Stdliches Afrika
(KASA) the symposium ‘Colonial Wars, Racial
Hierarchies and Mobility in the 21st Century’
will take place. This symposium will focus on
colonial continuities and their connection to
migration. Examples of how flight and
migration are addressed on the African
continent are intended to facilitate ‘Learning
from the Global South'.

Registration

e The event will be held in English.

* After registration a link will be sent to
interested participants in advance.

* |tis generally possible to attend in person
(at your own expense).

https://kurzlinks.de/LESVOS

further information

Uli Baege

Zentrum Oekumene,

Development and Partnership Africa
baege@zentrum-oekumene.de

Team

¢ Prof Dr Tanja Kleibl, Technische
Hochschule Wirzburg- Schweinfurt (THWS)

¢ Prof Dr Nikos Xypolytas, University of the
Aegean

¢ Simone Knapp, Kirchliche Arbeitsstelle
Sudliches Afrika (KASA)
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Social Work with Refugees and Migrants -
an international symposium (hybrid)

Colonial wars,
Racial Hierarchies
and Mobility
in the 215 Century
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University of the Aegean
Mytilene, Lesvos
17 & 18 September 2026
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https://kurzlinks.de/LESVOS

Understanding today's
conflicts through a
decolonial lens

The resurgence of war, forced displacement
and racialised politics require new
perspectives on coloniality, mobility and social
justice.

This symposium brings together international
scholars, practitioners and civil society actors
to examine how colonial continuities shape
contemporary migration policies,
humanitarian responses and global
inequalities.

Participants will engage with perspectives
from Europe, sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and the
Mediterranean through keynote lectures,
panel discussions and dialogue.

Topics

¢ Coloniality and war

* Migration and border regimes
* Human rights

* International social work

* Global South perspectives

e Solidarity and resistance

Program

1st Day — Thursday 17/9/2026

10:00 - 10:30
Welcoming and contextualising
Prof Dr Nikos Xypolytas,
University of the Aegean
Prof Dr Tanja Kleib,
Technische Hochschule Wirzburg-
Schweinfurt (THWS)

Theoretical inputs
10:30 - 11:45
Colonial Wars, Racial Hierarchies and
Mobility in the 21** Century
Prof Dr Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni,
University of Calgary
12:00 -13:15
Migration responses in Southern Africa
Dr Locardia Shayamunda,
Southern Africa Migration Network (SAMIN)

13:15-14:30
Lunch break

Changing narratives, getting specific,
creating solidarity

14:30- 15:45
Uganda migration policies and realities
Prof Dr Janestic Mwende Twikirize

16:00 - 17:15
An Artistic Approach (Morocco)

Femi Nylander

2nd Day - Friday 18/9/2026

Theoretical inputs

10:00 - 11:15
Colonial Continuities in International
Law: War, Forced Migration and the
Externalisation of Asylum
Prof Dr Abdullah Omar Yassen,
Erbil Polytechnic University

Changing narratives, getting specific,
creating solidarity

11:30 - 12:30
Lesbos Legal Center (Greece)

12:45 - 13:45
Aegean Migrant Solidarity - Community
Peacemaker Teams (Greece)

13:45 - 15:00
Lunch break

15:00 - 16:00
Association for Solidarity with Refugees
- MULTECI-DER (Turkey)

16:00 - 17:15
Solidarity work (Germany)
Simone Knapp, Kirchliche Arbeitsstelle
Stdliches Afrika (KASA)
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